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GOVERNMENT & POLITICS

2016 Summer Assignment

Ms. Randle – emmawilliamcaty@gmail.com
Room 223

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENT & DATES (see inside the packet for more specific information for each part of the summer assignment)

#1 Political Ideology Quizzes – DUE 1st day of class (Aug 17th or Jan 9th You will hand this in AND present in class (see assign. for directions)
#2 Constitution Review Packet – DUE Day 4 when you take your US Constitution Test (AUG 20th or JAN 12th) – Must be handwritten & legible
#3 Chapter 2 & 3 Vocabulary – given to you as a way to get ahead but NOT a summer requirement (Ch. 2 Vocabulary Quiz given on  Day 2, Aug 18th  or Jan 10th and Ch. 3 Vocabulary Quiz given on Day 8 Aug 26th  or Jan 18th)– I highly recommend you use QUIZLET.COM for your vocabulary. 
#4 Ch 2 Constitutional Underpinnings Vocabulary Matching – DUE Day 2
#5 Current Political Events – Answer the questions on the RNC & DNC. Quiz Day 1 over Current Events (related to the questions on this page)
#6 Ch. 2 Packet of Questions - We will go over the correct answers on Day 2 of class after the Ch 2 vocabulary quiz. 
#7 Purchase or check out a review book from the library in order to help you throughout the semester of this course and to aid you in studying for the spring AP US Government & Politics Exam.
#8 Turn on notifications for “Summer 2016 APGOPO” Facebook Group Page
AP U.S. Government & Politics Summer Assignment

Why does AP U.S. Government & Politics have a summer assignment?

Advanced Placement courses are designed to enable the student to successfully master the College Board Advanced Placement Exam given in the spring.  Upon successful completion of the exam, the student should receive college credit (depending on the college’s score requirements). A summer assignment allows more time to master the required topics.

The AP U.S. Government & Politics Summer Assignment has been designed to give students:

1. A head start on the required course content, specifically the Constitution.
2. A chance to enrich their background knowledge of course concepts.
3. A preview of assignments they will be expected to do throughout the course.

            The student’s task will be to demonstrate an understanding of the concepts covered in their summer assignment prior to the opening of school. The summer assignment will be graded and counted as a significant part of each student’s first marking period grade. 


I am dedicated to giving my students the best opportunity to receive college credit. My AP course is a highly structured, very demanding college level course. Thus it is imperative that a high level, rigorous academic environment exist in my AP classes and that my AP students are dedicated to learning, highly motivated, and willing to put forth the time and effort, both in and outside of the classroom, required for a course of this intensity.

	Contact Information:

Email Ms. Randle:

emmawilliamcaty@gmail.com
Summer Facebook      Group Page:

Summer 2016 EHS APGOPO 

Please check the email that you typed in on the facebook group page to request to add to the group page.  Email me if you are having trouble as I will be putting some important in formation on the page as well as reminders as the summer goes on and this is a great forum for all students enrolled to ask each other questions or post quizlet or videos, etc. 




How to turn in your Summer Assignment?

REGARDLESS OF FALL OR SUMMER AP GOVERNMENT STATUS - All portions of the Summer Assignment must be HAND WRITTEN AND HANDED IN TO ME BY YOU on  the FIRST DAY OF YOUR CLASS  in hard copy only, NO EMAILS.  Parts 1-4 are all assignments that will aid you in your US Constitution Test (days 2 & 4), Ch 2 Vocabulary Quiz (day 2) and your political ideology presentation (day 1), so not completing these assignments will affect your first 3 grades (10% of the course points).  
I will be posting this summer assignment on the Facebook page under the files section, so if you lose it please reprint it from that page DON’T email me asking for a 2nd copy!
Part 1 :  Your Political Ideology (EVERYONE is presenting & turning this in on the FIRST day of your class (Aug 17th or Jan 9th )

Directions:  Go to the following 3 websites listed below and take the political ideology quizzes (PRINT THEM OUT AFTER TAKING THEM and attach them to your this sheet!!!!)   Take the quiz as honestly & seriously as possible & then answer the following questions for each.  

PRESENTATION:  (1-2 mins tops) Bottom line I want to know where you fit on the political scale according to what these quizzes say AND if you have a clue of your own political ideology, do your ideas match the quizzes, why or why not? (use the quizzes to support your understanding)
Pew Research: http://www.people-press.org/typology/quiz/
1.  What is your typology?____________________________________

2.  What percentage of the population shares your ideological type?________________

3.  Do you agree with “What They Believe”?  Be able to explain either way. ____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  How do you compare with the “Who Are They” list?  Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________    

5.  Select TWO other “types” and briefly describe them.  One of your selections should be a type that is 
 
     very different from yours.


Other type #1:________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________


Other type #2:________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________

World’s Smallest Political Quiz:  http://www.theadvocates.org/tag/worlds-smallest-political-quiz/
1.  Record your results.  ______________________________________________________________________

2.  After reading the description, do you agree with the results?  Explain.  ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What is your “Personal Issues” score?  _______________________________________

4.  What is your “Economic Issues” score? ________________________________________

Youth Leadership Quiz:  http://www.youthleadership.net/econgress/political_ideology_survey
1.  Which Congressional leaders does it say you would most identify with?

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ___________________________________

· ___________________________________

Part 2: The Constitution (DUE AUGUST 22nd/ JANUARY 20TH )
Directions: Read the U.S. Constitution and complete the following questions directly on this handout. We will discuss this the first day of class and you will be responsible for this information on the US Constitution Test which will be given on  August 22nd (1st semester students ) & January 13th (2nd Semester students).
PART ONE: THE STRUCTURE OF THE CONSTITUTION

Part I: The United States Constitution

We’ll be using and referencing the Constitution all year long. Read every word thoroughly -from the beginning of the Preamble to the end of the 27th Amendment. Look up and read commentary on anything you don’t understand.

You can find a copy of the Constitution here: www.constitutioncenter.org.  To print your own Constitution booklet go here: http://constitutionbooklet.com/ so you can highlight and flip through it easily.  You can also download Constitution apps on your respective smartphones.

Directions: Read the US Constitution and complete the following questions directly on his handout.  

1. Read each article of the Constitution.  Summarize the general purpose or subject of each article in one sentence in the chart below.

	ARTICLE I


	

	ARTICLE II


	

	ARTICLE III


	

	ARTICLE IV


	

	ARTICLE V


	

	ARTICLE VI


	

	ARTICLE VII


	


2. Compare Article I with Article II.  What are primary differences between the two?

3. Identify two powers denied from Congress in the Constitution
4. How does the House of Reps determine the rules of proceedings (the ability to have debates, amendments, etc.)?

5. Identify two powers the Constitution prohibits from the States.
6. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the House?

7. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the Senate?

8. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for the President?

9. The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of government or office holders are called expressed powers.

a. Identify two expressed powers of the President

b. What are the expressed powers of the vice president?

c. Identify two expressed powers of Congress

10. According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of the government must have control over the other branches.  Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and identify one type of checks and balances.  Identify where each power is listed in the Constitution.

d. A power that the executive branch has over the legislative branch:

i. This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution?
e. A power that the executive branch has over the judicial branch:

i. This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution?
f. A power that the legislative branch has over the executive branch:

i. This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution?
g. A power that the legislative branch has over the judicial branch:

i. This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution?
h. A power that the judicial branch has over the executive branch:

i. This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution?
i. A power that the judicial branch has over the legislative branch:

i. This can be found in what article/section of the Constitution?
11. The court of original jurisdiction is the first court that hears a case.  Appellate courts hear cases on appeal from lower courts.  Although the Supreme Court functions primarily as an appellate court, it is the court of original jurisdiction in certain kinds of cases.  What are those cases?

12. According to Article I of the Constitution, who has the power to declare war?

13. What power does the Constitution give the President in the area of war?

Part II:  Important Clauses

1. Where is the “Commerce Clause” and what does it say?

2. Where is the “Necessary and Proper Clause” and what does it say?

3. Where is the “Supremacy Clause” and what does it say?

4. How might these clauses above have impacted the power of the federal government?

5. Where is the habeas corpus clause?

6. What is habeas corpus?

7. Where are bills of attainder discussed?

8. What is a bill of attainder?

9. Where are ex post facto laws discussed?

10. What is an ex post facto law?

11. Where is the full faith and credit clause and what does it say?

12. There are two “due process” clauses.  Where are they?  What does “due process” of law imply?

13. Where is the “equal protection clause”?  What does it imply?

Part III: Majority and Supermajority

1. Vetoes

a. What bodies have the power to override a presidential veto?

b. What margin is required to override a presidential veto?

c. Where in the Constitution is the veto power described?

2. Treaties

a. What body has the power to ratify treaties?

b. What margin is required to ratify treaties?

c. Where in the Constitution is the ratification power described?

3. To impeach means “to bring charges against” or “to indict”

a. What body has the power to impeach the president?

b. What vote is required to impeach?

c. What is the process for impeachment?
d. Where in the Constitution is the impeachment power described?

4. Presidential Elections

a. If no candidate for the presidency wins a simple majority of the total number of electoral votes, what body has the power to choose the president?
b. What margin is required to choose the president?

c. Where in the Constitution is the Electoral College described (Hint: there are 2 parts)

5. The Constitution specifies a three-fourths majority for just one process.  What process is it?

6. The Constitution has comparatively little to say about the structure and composition of the Supreme Court.  Identify two aspects of the Court’s structure and composition that the Constitution does NOT specify.  (The Constitution does specify these two basic aspects of structure and composition for the other two branches)

7. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be proposed?

8. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be ratified?

Part IV: The Amendments to the Constitution

Some parts of the Constitution require a simple majority, others a supermajority, while still others protect citizens from the will of the majority.  The first ten amendments to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, protect citizens from the will of the majority.  In other words, no majority could vote to take these rights away.  Read each amendment to the Constitution and answer the questions below.

1. Outline the general purpose of all 27 Amendments:

	AMENDMENT 1


	

	AMENDMENT 2


	

	AMENDMENT 3


	

	AMENDMENT 4


	

	AMENDMENT 5


	

	AMENDMENT 6


	

	AMENDMENT 7


	

	AMENDMENT 8


	

	AMENDMENT 9


	

	AMENDMENT 10


	

	AMENDMENT 11


	

	AMENDMENT 12


	

	AMENDMENT 13


	

	AMENDMENT 14


	

	AMENDMENT 15


	

	AMENDMENT 16


	

	AMENDMENT 17


	

	AMENDMENT 18


	

	AMENDMENT 19


	

	AMENDMENT 20


	

	AMENDMENT 21


	

	AMENDMENT 22


	

	AMENDMENT 23


	

	AMENDMENT 24


	

	AMENDMENT 25


	

	AMENDMENT 26


	

	AMENDMENT 27


	


2. Which amendment(s) of the Constitution protect the rights of women?

3. Which amendment(s) of the Constitution protect the rights of racial minorities?

4. How were US Senators chosen before the Seventeenth Amendment?

5. The Twenty-Fifth Amendment describes the sequence of events that would install the vice-president as acting president against the will of the president.  Outline that sequence of events.

Part 3:  Unit 1 Vocabulary

Ch. 2 Constitution Vocabulary (This vocab quiz is Day 2 Aug 18th or Jan 10th)
USE QUIZLET ONLINE TO PREPARE
· Anti-Federalist


· Articles of Confederation


· Bill of Rights


· Checks & Balances


· Committee of Correspondence

· Confederation


· Constitution


· Declaration of Independence


· Enumerated Powers


· Federal System

· The Federalist Papers


· Federalists


· First Continental Congress


· Great Compromise


· Implied Powers

· Mercantilism


· Necessary & Proper Clause


· New Jersey Plan


· Second Continental Congress


· Separation of Powers

· Shay’s Rebellion


· Stamp Act Congress


· Supremacy Clause


· Three-Fifths Compromise


· Virginia Plan

Ch. 3 Federalism Vocabulary (This vocab quiz is Day 8 Aug 26th or  Jan 18th)
· Bill of Attainder

· Block Grants

· Categorical grants

· Competitive Federalism

· Commercial Clause

· Creative Federalism

· Contract with America

· Cooperative Federalism

· Dual Federalism

· Devolution

· Enumerated powers

· Ex Post Facto Law
· Fiscal Federalism

· Federalism

· Funded Mandates

· Gibbons v Ogden
· Implied power

· Intergovernmental lobby

· Interstate compacts

· Layer Cake Federalism

· McCulloch v Maryland
· Marble Cake Federalism

· Necessary and Proper clause

· New Federalism

· Preemption

· Reserve (or police) powers

· Seventeenth Amendment

· Sixteenth Amendment

· Sovereign immunity

· Supremacy Clause

· Tenth Amendment

· Unfunded Mandates

Part 4 - The Constitutional Underpinnings Matching Vocab Self Check

	________1.  An agreement among countries to work together for a specific purpose

________2. One of the first and surviving laws of the Articles of Confederation, 
outlined 
       the process for territories to become states

________3. The first constitution of the United States

________4. Uprising of Massachusetts farmers that led to the Constitutional Convention

________5. The system of disbursing fed. tax revenues to state & local gov’ts for their use

________6. Two house legislative branch – House of Representatives and Senate

________7. Plan of gov’t called for unicameral legislature, reps to be based on equality

________8. Plan of gov’t called for bicameral legislature, reps to be based on state population

________9. Judicial powers of the executive, to forgive someone of a crime and/or reduce the 
       sentence

_______10. Power of the executive to reject parts of an act of congress

_______11. The chief executive of a state

_______12.  Set up the government, bicameral legislative branch, HOR = pop., Senate= equality

_______13.  Said the three of every five slaves would count toward a states’ pop.

_______14.  Division of power between the national and state/local governments

_______15.  Political arrangement in which power is divided between national & state gov’ts in 
        clearly defined terms
_______16.  Those that did not support the new Constitution, wanted a Bill of Rights
_______17.  Those that supported the new Constitution
_______18. Collection of essays aimed at gaining support for the Constitution
_______19. President’s advisors, made up of the head of each executive department

_______20. First ten amendments to the Constitution, they outline basic rights

_______21. Power of the courts to determine the constitutionality of an act of gov’t

_______22. Gov’t officials are elected to make decisions on behalf of the voters

_______23. Powers of the government stated in the Constitution

_______24. Powers that are given to the states

_______25. Powers that can be exercised by either state or local governments

_______26. The process by which certain of the guarantees expressed in the Bill of Rights 
       become applicable to the states through the 14th Amendment
_______27. Addresses the duties that states within the United States  to respect the "public 
       acts, record, and judicial proceedings of every other state
_______28. Prevents a state from treating citizens of other states in a discriminatory manner
_______29. The procedure by which a state or nation turns over an individual charged or 
       convicted of a crime

_______30. States that the Constitution is the supreme law of the land

_______31. 1st  amendment right, Congress cannot est. a national religion in the US
_______32. To approve

_______33. To add to or change something

_______34. Issued by congress, federal money that may be spent only for narrowly defined 
       purposes

_______35. Government power is divided among three equal branches

_______36. Each branch has the power to place limits on the other branches

_______37. The rejection of a bill by the chief executive

_______38. Over ruling of a veto by a 2/3 vote of both houses in Congress
	a. Articles of Confederation

b. Shay’s Rebellion

c. New Jersey Plan

d. Virginia Plan

e. Great Compromise

f. Three-Fifths Compromise

g. Federalism

h. Dual federalism

i. Federalists

j. Anti-Federalists

k. Federalist Papers

l. Bill of Rights

m. Judicial Review

n. Representative democracy

o. Delegated powers

p. Reserved powers

q. Concurrent powers
r. Full faith and credit clause

s. Privileges and immunities clause

t. Extradition

u. Supremacy clause

v. Categorical grants

w. Separation of powers

x. Checks and balances

y. Veto

z. Override

aa. Amendment

ab. Ratify

ac. Establishment clause

ad. Selective incorporation

ae. Cabinet

af. Governor

ag. Line-item veto

ah. Pardons and reprieves

ai. Bicameral legislature

aj. Revenue sharing

ak. Northwest Ordinance

al. Confederation




Part 5: Current Events – Republican & Democratic National Conventions Quiz on Day #1 over Current Events
1)  https://demconvention.com/
2)  http://2016.republican-convention.org/
3)  https://ballotpedia.org/Republican_National_Convention,_2016
4)  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/brokered-vs-contested-conventions-whatever-theyre-called-there-have-been-more-than-you-think/
5)  http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/contested-conventions-time/story?id=38251668
6)  https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-static-ngop-pbl/docs/Rules_of_the_Republican+Party_FINAL_S14090314.pdf
7)  http://www.thegreenpapers.com/P16/D
1.  What is the purpose of a National Convention?__________________________________________________________

2.  When and where is the Democratic National Convention?_________________________________________________
3.  When and where is the Republican National Convention?_________________________________________________
4.  What is the difference between a brokered convention and a contested convention?_____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  When was the last time a contested convention occurred for the DNC?_______________________________________
6.  When was the last time a contested convention occurred for the RNC?_______________________________________
7.  When was the last time a contested convention yielded a winning candidate?  

YEAR & CANDIDATE?_____________________________________________________________________________
8.  What is the political concern for political parties that have contested or brokered conventions?____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Who is the Chairman of the Republican National Convention?______________________________________________
10.  Who is the Chairman of the Democratic National Convention?_____________________________________________
11.  What is the role of the Chairman of the National Conventions?_____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
12.  How (SPECIFICALLY) is a nominee chosen by the Conventions?__________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
11.  Who IS the Republican Nominee?____________________________________________________________________
12.  How many ballots did it take at the RNC to name the candidate in #11?______________________________________
13.  Who IS the Democratic Nominee?___________________________________________________________________
14.  How many ballots did it take at the DNC to name the candidate in #13?______________________________________
15.  Who is the VP running mate for the Republican nominee?_________________________________________________
16.  Who is the VP running mate for the Democratic nominee?_________________________________________________  

17.  Do you think the “Superdelegates” for the Democratic Primaries makes for a rigged Primary/Caucus season? (Research this is need be and explain why or why not?_______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
18.  Do you think that states should be allowed to decide whether they hold a Primary, Caucus or State Convention or should this be a universal (every state) does the same thing? (If you don’t know what the differences are between a primary, caucus and state convention you NEED to google them BEFORE attempting to answer this question.  EXPLAIN your answer either way.________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 6 - The Constitutional Underpinnings Questions 





THESE QUESTIONS WILL NOT BE GRADED!!!  THE BENEFIT OF COMPLETING THESE TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY WILL HELP YOU GOING INTO THE CONSTITUTION TEST AND ULTIMATELY PREPARE YOU FOR THIS SECTION OF THE AP EXAM.  WE WILL GO OVER ANSWERS IN CLASS ON DAY 2.
1.  Shay’s Rebellion is significant because it:


A.  led to the overthrow of British rule


B.  scared American elites, leading to the adoption of the Constitution


C.  caused the American colonies to join together in the face of a threat from the French


D.  led to the enactment of slavery in the South


E.  narrowly avoided overthrowing the government of Vermont

2.  Which of the following was NOT a problem with the Articles of Confederation?


A.  There was no strong federal army to prevent revolutions


B.  The Articles were almost impossible to amend


C.  Each state was taxing trade with other states


D.  States were establishing ties with foreign powers


E.  The articles did not adequately protect the freedom of the states

3.  The issue of the representation of slaves was decided by the:


A.  3/5ths Compromise


B.  Connecticut Compromise


C.  Commerce & Slave-Trade Compromise


D.  Bill of Rights


E.  Articles of Confederation

4.  Which of the following describes a difference between the Constitution and the Articles of Confederation?


A.  The Constitution prevents Congress from creating laws


B.  The Constitution promotes the sovereignty of states more than the Articles of Confederation did


C.  The Constitution created a system of federal courts while the Articles of Confederation did not


D.  The approval of all states is required in order to amend the Constitution, but the Articles of 
 
  
      Confederation could not be amended by 3/4ths of the states


E.  The Constitution distributes money equally to all states

5.  The Virginia Plan would have created a:


A.  legislature dominated by the small states


B.  legislature dominated by the big states


C.  legislature controlled by the slave states


D.  legislature that balanced control between the large and small states


E.  constitutional monarchy

6.  The Constitution as ratified in 1788 most clearly reflects the framers’ commitment to:


A.  the idea of direct democracy


B.  the principle of limited government


C.  the abolition of slavery


D.  protecting the rights of the accused


E.  maintaining the primacy of the states

7.  Which of the following most accurately describes The Federalist Papers?


A.  The Federalist party platform during the presidency of John Adams, the first Federalist president


B.  A popular anti-British booklet of the pre-Revolutionary era


C.  A collection of essay arguing the merits of the Constitution


D.  A series of congressional acts defining the relationship between the federal and state governments


E.  The laws under which the South was governed during Reconstruction

8.  All of the following are specifically mentioned in the Constitution EXCEPT:


A.  judicial review


B.  the national census


C.  rules of impeachment


D.  the States of the Union Address


E.  length of term of federal judgeships

9.  Which of the following best illustrates a use of the elastic clause?


A.  The Supreme Court allows a lower court ruling to stand by refusing to hear an appeal


B.  A congressional committee prevents the full chamber from voting on legislation by delaying its 
 
      report


C.  Congress passes legislation establishing a national speed limit


D.  A member of the House of Representatives introduces a bill to increase federal income tax rates


E.  A governor issues an executive order requiring all state employees to submit to drug testing

10.  According to the Federalist Papers, federalism has which of the following effects on political factions?


A.  It provides a structured environment in which factions may flourish


B.  It limits the dangers of factionalism by diluting political power


C.  It allows factions to dominate on the national level while limiting their influence on state 
 
    
      governments


D.  It eliminates any opportunity for factions to form


E.  It prevents factions by declaring them illegal

11.  The Constitution, as originally ratified, addressed all of the following weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation EXCEPT the:


A.  lack of a chief executive office


B.  national government’s inability to levy taxes effectively 


C.  absence of a central authority to regulate interstate trade


D.  insufficiency of the government’s power to raise an army


E.  omission of a universal suffrage clause

12.  A constitutional amendment would be required to ban flag burning because that activity is currently protected by the right to:


A.  due process


B.  assembly


C.  free exercise of religion


D.  protection against confiscation of private property


E.  free speech

13.  Which of the following most accurately describes the right of American citizens to privacy?


A.  The right to privacy is determined entirely by the states on a case-by-case basis


B.  The right to privacy is explicitly granted in the Preamble to the Constitution


C.  The Supreme Court has ruled that the right to privacy is implied by the Bill of Rights


D.  Common law requires the government to respect citizens’ right to privacy


E.  Americans have no right to privacy, but the government rarely violates individuals’ privacy because 


      to do so is not in the government’s interest

14.  The supremacy clause of the Constitution does which of the following?


A.  Favors federal laws when conflict arises between federal and state laws


B.  Overturns federal laws that conflict with state laws


C.  Gives precedence to state laws when disagreement occurs between federal and state laws


D.  Provides the president with the supreme power to overturn state laws that conflict with federal laws


E.  Grants the Supreme Court the authority to decide whether or not to nullify federal laws

15.  Which of the following is a purpose of providing Supreme Court justices with tenure?


A.  Tenure forces justices to remain loyal to political affiliations


B.  It is difficult to find qualified individuals to become Supreme Court justices


C.  Tenure removes direct political pressures


D.  Tenure ensures lifelong cooperation between the executive, legislative, and judicial branches


E.  Tenure ensures that justices will make decisions that reflect the will of the American people

16.  Which of the following events showed that a strong, constitutionally designed national government was necessary to safeguard property and maintain order?


A.  The US joining the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)


B.  Wesberry v Sanders


C.  The Great Compromise


D.  Shay’s Rebellion


E.  The Virginia Plan

17.  Which of the following powers is granted to the president by the Constitution?


A.  The capacity to make war


B.  The ability to influence policy


C.  The power to remove Supreme Court justices 


D.  The authority to communicate with both Congress and the American people


E.  The ability to declare war

18.  All of the following are concurrent powers under the federalist system of the Constitution EXCEPT the power to:


A.  Collect taxes


B.  Build roads


C.  Operate courts of law


D.  Borrow money


E.  Coin money

19.  All of the following statements about the Commerce Clause are true EXCEPT:


A.  The Commerce Clause does not give Congress the power to regular guns near state-operated schools


B.  The Commerce Clause is one of the most fundamental powers the founders provided to Congress


C.  The Constitution states that Congress shall have power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, 
 
      states, and Indians tribes


D.  The Commerce clause provides wide-ranging to the United States over navigable waters


E.  The Court has held, since Gibbons v Ogden, that Congress can regulate both commercial and non-
 
     commercial transactions that involve interstate commerce

20.  The congressional power to regulate interstate commerce:


A.  was decreased with the ruling in Gibbons v Ogden (1824)


B.  does not include the power to regulate interstate navigation


C.  never included the ability to regulate recreational facilities


D.  includes the power to regulate non-commercial transactions


E.  is the power most often challenged in federal courts

21.  The line-item veto:


A.  grants senators the right to veto individual sections of state legislation


B.  was declared unconstitutional as it violated the separation of powers


C.  occurs if the president does nothing with a bill for 10 days


D.  was last used by President Obama in the Patient Protection & Affordable Care Act


E.  grants the president the power to veto state legislation

22.  The Constitution and its amendments mandate all of the following EXCEPT:


A.  Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes


B.  A well-regulated militia and the right of the people to bear arms shall not be infringed


C.  The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable


      search and seizures, shall not be violated


D.  The right of US citizens to vote shall not be denied based on gender


E.  In times of heightened national security, soldiers may be quartered in any house without the consent 
 
     of the owner

23.  All of the following statements about the national government under the Articles of Confederation are true EXCEPT:


A.  There was no national currency


B.  There was no effective control over interstate trade


C.  No Supreme Court existed to interpret law


D.  A majority rule was needed to amend the Articles of Confederation


E.  The government could not draft soldiers

24.  Which of the following statements regarding voting is false?


A.  The Fifteenth Amendment banned laws that would prevent African Americans from voting based on 
 
      race


B.  Jim Crow laws were passed in the post-Reconstruction Era South to enforce racial segregation and 
 
      restrict the rights of African Americans 


C.  The Twenty-Fourth Amendment imposed poll taxes to prevent blacks and poor whites from voting


D.  The Voting Rights Act of 1965 allowed the federal government to register voters in states in which 
 
       less than 50% of the population was registered to vote


E.  The Nineteenth Amendment granted women the right to vote

25.  The document that advocates for a large republic and warns of the dangers of democracy is the:


A.  Federalist No. 10


B.  Necessary and Proper Clause


C.  Bill of Rights


D.  Great Compromise


E.  New Jersey Plan

26.  The section of the Constitution that allows Congress to pass laws that are “necessary and proper” is referred to as:


A.  the exclusionary rule


B.  the privileges and immunities clause


C.  the elastic clause


D.  prior restraint


E.  eminent domain

27.  Which of the following events can occur during the amendment process?


A.  2/3rds of the state legislatures must ratify an amendment


B.  3/4ths of the state legislatures can petition Congress to call a constitutional convention


C.  The president can amend the constitution in times of war without congressional approval


D.  A proposed amendment can be approved by 2/3rds of both houses of Congress


E.  2/3rds of special state ratifying conventions can approve an amendment

28.  Which of the following statements about the “wall of separation” is FALSE?


A.  The “wall of separation” relates to the separation of Church and State


B.  Thomas Jefferson used the phrase to describe the 1st Amendment’s restriction on the legislative 
 
      branch.


C.  The “wall of separation” is explicitly stated in the Constitution


D.  The phrase played a major role in the ruling of Everson v Board of Education (1947)


E.  In Engel v Vitale, the Court ruled prayer in public school unconstitutional as it breaches the “wall of 


     separation”.

29.  Which of the following amendments did not impact voting rights in the US?


A.  9th Amendment


B.  15th Amendment


C.  19th Amendment


D.  24th Amendment


E.  26th Amendment

30.  Which of the following was not an accomplishment of the US government under the Articles of Confederation?


A.  The negotiation of the treaty that ended the Revolutionary War


B.  Establishing the precedent of federalism


C.  Establishing the Northwest Ordinance


D.  Satisfactory resolution of Shay’s Rebellion


E.  Victory in the Revolutionary War

31.  Which amendment mandates that American citizens cannot be denied the right to vote based on race, color or prior servitude?


A.  6th Amendment


B.  11th Amendment


C.  13th Amendment


D.  15th Amendment


E.  19th Amendment

32.  When an individual tries to interpret the meaning of a constitutional Amendment, he or she is:


A.  attempting to understand the original intent of the framers of the Constitution


B.  enacting the power of judicial review


C.  enacting the power of original jurisdiction


D.  using the power of eminent domain


E.  practicing due process

33.  The Constitution does NOT grant to the federal government to the power to:


A.  levy taxes


B.  coin money


C.  negotiate treaties


D.  declare war


E.  create political parties

34.  Shay’s Rebellion exposed the weaknesses of the:


A.  Articles of Confederation



B.  Constitution


C.  Bill of Rights


D.  Great Compromise


E.  Three-Fifths Compromise

35.  Which of the following is a power of the presidency that does NOT require congressional approval?


A.  The appointment and installment of Supreme Court justices


B.  The power to force Congress into session


C.  The ability to use money from the Treasury to wage war


D.  The power to make and declare war


E.  The capacity to negotiate treaties and establish treaties

36.  Which of the following would lead to the end of a Supreme Court justice’s tenure?


I.  Removal following impeachment


II.  Presidential removal


III.  Voluntary retirement


IV.  Resignation


A.  I only


B.  I and III only 


C.  II and IV only 


D.  II, III and IV only 


E.  I, III and IV only

37.  Which of the following was NOT a weakness of the federal government under the Articles of Confederation?


A.  The lack of a national currency


B.  The lack of a Supreme Court to interpret the laws


C.  The requirement that all 13 states approve new legislation


D.  Dependence on state legislatures for revenue


E.  The inability to control import and export taxes imposed between states

38.  Which of the following is NOT true of the 1st Amendment’s establishment clause?


A.  It forbids the government to establish a national religion


B.  It bars the use of secular governmental programs that impede the observance of a religion


C.  It is one of the least contentious of all clauses found in the Constitution


D.  In conjunction with the free exercise clause, it bans government involvement in religious matters


E.  It prohibits the government from taking actions that favor one religion over another

39.  In the United States, voting rights cannot be denied or abridged EXCEPT:


A.  on account of gender


B.  to a citizen who is 18 years of age or older


C.  to a citizen who is an imprisoned, or released felon


D.  to an individual born or naturalized in the US


E.  to a citizen on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude

40.  All of the following are prohibited by US legislation EXCEPT:


A.  gender discrimination by institutions of higher education that receive federal funds


B.  the execution of individuals who are mentally retarded


C.  basing an employee’s salary on race, gender, religion, or national origin


D.  the formation of political action committees by unions


E.  the use of a line-item veto

41.  The full faith and credit clause refers to the:


A.  ability of Congress to pass laws “necessary and proper” to the performance of its duties


B.  requirements that marriages, licenses, and other acts of state courts in one state are honored in all 
  
      states


C.  prohibition of the government from designating an official religion of America 


D.  system that prevents any branch of government from becoming too powerful



E.  concept that a state many not refuse police protection or access to its courts to American citizens  
 
      because they live in a different state

42.  Reserved powers refer to constitutional powers that:


A.  are shared by both state and national governments 


B.  are granted solely to the federal government


C.  are specifically enumerated in the 10th Amendment


D.  belong solely to the states


E.  are provided to the states when deemed necessary by the Supreme Court

43.  What was the primary point of contention between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists?


A.  The power of the state governments relative to the federal government


B.  Women’s suffrage


C.  The power of the president relative to Congress


D.  Free speech and the exercise thereof


E.  The continuation of slavery

44.  Which of the following is an important principle of the United States Constitution?


A.  Free health care


B.  A president with the power of a monarch


C.  Separation of powers


D.  Truth in advertising


E.  The establishment of the Internal Revenue Service

45.  The US Constitution leaves creation of voter eligibility requirements to which of the following?


A.  The president


B.  Individual states


C.  The chief justice of the Supreme Court


D.  Civil rights organizations


E.  The Speaker of the House
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