
2020 Elgin High School Summer Reading Assignment for AP US History 

1. This summer, all APUSH students should read, The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee  by David 

Treuer. It is a newer book published in January, 2019 that has already gotten a lot of recognition 

and prompted good discussion . You can find this book at amazon.com for as low as $ 14.50, or 

you can check out a copy from Gail Borden Public Library. (They have ordered multiple copies 

anticipating demand this summer.) If neither of those options work for you, e mail me and I will 

find you a book.  johndevine@u-46.org 

 

2. Browse the attached pages of time periods, thinking skills, and themes. You will need to 

make connections to these as you read the book. 

 

*****3. Read the book.  Wait. . . seriously!!!????  It’s like 500 pages long!  Ok, what I’d like 

you to do is read the introduction/prologue  first, then the epilogue.   Then read the end of Part 1- 

last 8 or 10 pages. Then, everyone reads all of Part 2 of the book.  After that, read just one 

additional part of the book as designated below (unless this book just captures your 

imagination!).  So total reading pages will be right around 200 depending which Part you 

read. 

Birth Months of January-March- Read also Part 3 

Birth Months of April-June- Read also Part 4 

Birth Months of July-September- Read also Part 5 

Birth Months of October-December- Read also Part 6 

Then, everyone reads Part 7 

 

4. Report on the book by doing the following: 

 a. Identify the time period(s) covered in the book.  Is this mainly a book about the 

present? (1 short paragraph) 

 

 b. Which thinking skills does the author most use in his writing? Explain by giving 

several examples. (3 short paragraphs) 

 

 c. Which themes does the author most build his book around? Explain by giving 

examples. (2 short paragraphs.)  Please note the complex identity of the author (find this in the 

Prologue) and how this informs his approach to questioning the way American Indian history is 

presented and understood. 

 



 d. Give your own evaluation of the book. (3 short paragraphs)  Include in your evaluation 

the following elements: 

-Was the author’s point of view interesting and convincing or was this a narrow slice of 

history that misses the larger point?  What was the author trying to “correct” or improve 

in the way the history of American Indians is told and understood? 

 

 -Was this “good history” or was the book using history to advance a cause or agenda? 

 

 -Identify the portion of the book that most “moved your heartbeat.” Explain your interest. 

 

THE REPORT IS DUE ON OR BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. Especially if we 

are doing distance learning, it is important that you e mail this to me.  

 

johndevine@u-46.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Nine Thinking Skills 

The College Board invites us to not just “study history,” but to “think 
like historians.”  The nine skills outlined below define the range of 
work we will be doing throughout the school year.  

 

1.  Historical Causation- identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationships among 
multiple historical causes and effects. 
 
2.  Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time- recognize, analyze, and evaluate 
the dynamics of historical continuity and change over periods of time. 
 
3.  Periodization- describe, analyze, evaluate, and construct models that historians use 
to organize history into defined time periods. 
 
4. Comparison- describe, compare, and evaluate multiple historical developments. 
 
5. Contextualization- recognize and explain ways in which historical phenomenon or 
processes connect to broader regional, nation, or global processes. 
 
6. Historical Argumentation- define and frame a question about the past through the 
construction of an argument. 
 
7. Appropriate Use of Relevant Historical Evidence- describe and evaluate evidence 
about the past from diverse sources and draw appropriate conclusions. 
 
8. Interpretation- describe, analyze, evaluate, and construct diverse interpretations of 
the past. 
 
9. Synthesis- develop meaningful and persuasive new understandings of the past. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Time Periods 

Historians organize their interpretation and analysis of events and 
developments into eras. They see an endpoint or a beginning that marks a 
transition big enough to label a new time period. As historians review one 
another’s work they may differ over how the time periods should be divided 
up or labeled. This skill of “periodization” is based on the “interpretative 
lens” of the individual historian. 

 

Period 1:  1491-1607-  Contact among peoples in North America creates a New World 

 

Period 2:  1607- 1754-  Distinctive colonial and native societies emerged from the conflict 
and maneuvering of Europeans and American Indians. 

 

Period 3:  1754-1800-  A new American Republic emerges out of colonial reaction to the 
British attempts to reassert control. 

 

Period 4:  1800-1848-  Rapid economic, territorial, and demographic changes occur 
alongside an effort to define and extend democratic ideals. 

 

Period 5:  1844-1877-  Expansion and growth caused tensions that led to a civil war 
followed by an effort to define and extend democratic ideals once again. 

 

Period 6:  1865-1898-  Enormous changes grew out of the United States rapid transition 
from agricultural/ rural to industrial/ urban. 

 

Period 7:  1890-1945-  Challenges at home and abroad resulted in a much larger and 
debated role for both federal and state governments. 

 

Period 8:  1945-1980-  Post war prosperity was accompanied by new international 
responsibilities and a new effort to define and extend democratic ideals. 

 

Period 9:  1980- Present-  As the United States transitioned to a new century filled with 
challenges and possibilities, it experienced renewed ideological and cultural debates, 
sought to redefine its foreign policy, and adapted to economic globalization and 
revolutionary changes in science and technology. 



The Thematic Learning Objectives  
(aka “Big Ideas” that help us to understand 

history more thoughtfully  and broadly.) 

 
 

Identity 
This theme focuses on the formation of both American national 
identity and group identities in U.S. history.  
 
 

 

Work, Exchange and Technology 
 
This theme focuses on causation and change in economic and labor 
systems  in America.   
 

     

 

Migration and Settlement 
 
This theme focuses on how and why various people who moved to, 
from, or within the United States adapted to their new environment in 
America.   
 

   

 
Politics and Power 

 
This theme examines the role of the state in society.   
 

 
 

 
 
 



America in the World 
 
This theme draws our attention to the global context in which the 
United States originated and developed as well as the influence of the 
United States on world affairs. 
 

 
 

Geography and the Environment  
 

This theme examines the role of environment, geography, and climate 
in both constraining and shaping societies. 
 
 
 

 

Social Structures 
 

  

This theme focuses on how and why systems of social organization 
develop and change as well as the impact that these systems have on 
the broader society. 

  

    

    

    

    

    

American and Regional Culture 
 

This theme explores the roles that ideas, beliefs, social mores and 
creative expression have played in shaping the United States. 
 

    

    

  

 


